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	Google Maps  (ver. 2) 

Market your business without going Nuts!
http://www.acorn-is.com    
Sales: 877-226-7699 / Support:  719-329-0977


Note:  We at Acorn continually try to provide our customers with accurate step by step instructions, but please know that there may be times when what we have written no longer coincides with the topic of choice.   Please always refer back to the actual product page of the topic in discussion to read the up to date information should you experience problems with the instructions provided by Acorn.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

If you do not have a Google Account, start here: 


	
If you don’t have a Google account you may sign up for one by going to the link below.

https://www.google.com/accounts/NewAccount?continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&hl=en
** Note: You only want to have 1 (ONE) Master Google  account.  Setting up a second one when you already have one MAY cause issues  with Google.  Click here and try all your E-Mail possibilities  before you set up a new account to make sure you don’t have one lurking out there you may have forgot about.

https://www.google.com/accounts/ForgotPasswd?fpOnly=1


Acorn Internet Services Google Maps Handout 

Google continually adds user-friendly content to it’s offerings. Google Maps is an easy way to add special interest to your site. Acorn can code a page on your site to hold a Google Map. You can then update the map yourself to save money on development costs. 

http://www.pikespeakareabnbs.com/locate-attractions.php - An example of a one-layer Google Map that Acorn has coded into the site

http://www.albuquerquebedandbreakfasts.com/interactive-map.php - An example of a layered map that was coded by Acorn, but the upkeep is done by the innkeeper.If you click on the little map icons, you will see information about an area attraction. This little bubble can be as easy as text-only, or have photos, directions, the attractions URL, hours, etc.  This map is layered, and actually consists of 5 individual maps. 

http://www.marylandbb.com/locate-by-region.php - a map for a regional site. This amp contains “areas” marked out with the Google Maps “create a shape” function. 

http://www.hermannhill.com/hermann-location.htm - An individual inn site directions map, with two locations marked out. 

http://www.foxfield-inn.com/directio.htm - Individual inn site map with Google Local listing used as the map marker point. 

http://www.lodginginseattle.com/location.htm - An association site with customized map markers (these were built by a developer), which indicate inns within different neighborhoods in Seattle. 

Creating and Editing a Map

First, sign in to your Google Local Business or other Google Account. 

1. Go to http://maps.google.com


2. Click My Maps, then under the video, click Get Started


3. Title your map- make this obvious, so if you have to stop and return to your work, you will know exactly where to go. You can also add a description here.  


4. Make your map Public, so that it will appear on your site. This will also allow your maps to be listed in the search results. Click Save.


5. Now, add in your inn as the starting point on the map. To do this, go to the search bar above the map and type in your inn name and location, ex:  Country Inn and Cottages, Fredricksburg, TX


6. Find your local listing on the left hand side of the screen


7. Next to your listing, You will see a pale blue drop down arrow. Click this, and choose Save to…, then click the new map in the drop down box that is generated, then save. 


8. Above the Map, you will see a yellow line with text that tells you your location was saved to your map. 


9. Now, click My Maps in the upper left corner. Click on your map. You may be shocked to see that your map and marker don’t appear. Don’t worry about this. Simply sign out of Google and sign back in. Choose my maps, and then choose your map- you should now see your map with your marker on it. 


10. Now we will add in other locations. You can make a map of restaurants, area attractions, hiking trails, day trips- anything you choose. 


11. In the search box, type a new category, such as “Fredricksburg, TX Restaurants”  - choose a place you’d like to add to your map, and follow the same instructions from when you added in your inn. 


12. Now, in the yellow line above the map, click View Map. 


13. You may have to Zoom in or out to see all of your markers. To do this, sue the zoom tool on the left-hand side of the screen, or simply use the scroll bar on your mouse to zoom in and out. 


14. Now, click Edit in the left hand corner to the left of the map.


15. Choose one of your markers. The balloon will now be editable. You can change the map icon by clicking on the bubble and choosing a new icon. If you click Rich Text in the editor, a WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get) editor becomes available to you. With this tool, you can add links (the little chain link),  and photos from the web. After you have made your changes, click Save. 


16. Look underneath the map information on the left side of the screen. You will see click-able fields for the searches you have done, with small colored balls circles next to them, which are also visible on your map. You can unclick any of the searches you don’t want visible on your map. 


17. Say you want to add a point on our map but Google has no record when you search. Simply go the upper- left corner of the map, click on the blue balloon icon, and place the icon wherever you want the marker to be. You can name the location, add links and photos, and change the icon to match the location. 


18. To add a photo, click the little picture icon in the editor. This will open a pop-up in which you may paste a URL.  The photo must be stored online.  If you have a Google Picasa photo album, you can use that, as it will provide a URL for you.  (More info on Picasa: http://picasa.google.com/support/bin/topic.py?hl=en&topic=8989). You can also use a photo from another web site (just make sure you have permission to use it). To find the photo’s URL, right click on the photo and choose “properties”, then under “image properties”. highlight the Location Link, copy and paste it into the pop-up. 


19. When you are done adding to the new listing, click OK. 


Now, you can add a line. In the corner of the map next to the bubble icon, you will see a box with a line and a drop down arrow. Click the drop-down arrow and choose from: 
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  Draw a line
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  Draw a line along roads
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  Draw a shape

20. Draw a line allows you to draw a point-to-point line. Draw a line along roads will follow the roads. Draw a shape will draw a shape and color it in as on the Maryland Map (http://www.marylandbb.com/locate-by-region.php) 


21. Choose the type of line you like, then click to add the first point, and double click when you are finished with your route. An editor bubble will pop-up, and you can label the line as you wish. You will see the route listed among the map points to the left of the map. 


22. When you have finished your map, make sure to click Done. 

When you are finished, you can embed your map on your site (usually requires a webmaster, unless you know how to code) , or in your blog. You can also make up maps to associate your inn with maps. Here is an example of an innkeeper who built a map featuring his inn: 

Hermann Hill’s Day Trip to the North: http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=104940567457538665461.00046f25e7922929a4f28&hl=en&gl=us&ved=0CF4QkAUwAg&sa=X&ei=G7KWS_rYDYn6tQPOgrziCw&sig2=JZMu7M7oK8R3lqlvHJCGZg
To add a map into a blog, go to the upper-right corner of the map and click Link. Copy the code in the Paste HTML to embed in website (I like to paste it into a notepad), then in your blog editor, click the HTML tab and add in the code for the map. 

The best way to get used to maps is to get into that Google account and play around, making up different maps. If you make a map you don’t like, you can always delete it and start over. 

Google maps are a great way to add interest in information to your website or blog, or to show your guests great information about your area. 

